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 THESTATE' TOP
 TRANSPLANT SURGEONS
PULLED OFF A RECORD

t's the country’s largest
live organ matchmaking
service and it's just saved
the lives of seven very
lucky people. Ina
marathon series of
interconnected surgeries
across NSW and
Victoria, each patient has
received a kidney from one of

seven real-life guardian angels.

In an Australian first,
surgeons performed 14
interconnected procedures to
remove and transplant the
kidneys, with flights
crisscrossing Sydney and
Melbourne forthe record
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Each recipient came into
the group with a loved one
willing to donate a kidney —
but was not compatible with
them — but agreed to take
part in the swap so that their
friend or family member could
get the vital organ from
someone else.

The Saturday Telegraph
has been granted exclusive
details on the secret lifesaving
mission, with all but a select
few who either gave or
received a kidney asked to
remain anonymous to ensure
that the exact chain in the
donation process can remain
under wraps.

The mammoth task
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hundreds of nurses, surgeons,
organisational and support
staff across Westmead, Prince
of Wales and John Hunter
hospitals in NSW as well as
Victoria’s Monash Medical
Centre, Royal Melbourne, and
Austin hospitals, all in just one
busy day.

Each person who took part
is now recovering well but the
day wasn't without drama as
medical experts had to battle
to overcome a slight “hiccup”
when a malfunctioning
aircraft was forced to return to
Sydney mid-flight with a
Melbourne-bound kidney.

Five hours later the organ
finally arrived in Melbourne in
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